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happens to be within range of vision. Thus, in one case, the
particular reference of the word has to be learned, and in the
other, the general reference. Daddy is probably a class-name
before it becomes a definitely particular name; mother is a par-
ticular name before it becomes a class-name.

We ought, perhaps, to add that it is dangerous to use any of
the common grammatical categories as though they applied
equally to adult and to children's language. There are no nouns
common, proper, or abstract in their own right. All depends on
how they are used. A word like permission may be used as part
of a particular formula by a child, as by one of Professor
Valentine's children at five ("Mummy gave me permission"),
but we could only say that such a word is an abstract noun for
a child if he could employ it in a variety of different circum-
stances, each' emphasizing the concept named.

Miss McCarthy quotes Drever as saying that in the growth of
children's vocabularies, " environment affects the nouns, interest
affects the verbs, and mental grip is shown by pronouns, adverbs,
prepositions, and conjunctions."1 She goes on to say that the
evidence which she "has carefully collected does not prove this
statement to be true. She suggests that if Drever is right the
vocabularies of children whose parents belong to the higher
occupational groups ought to be proportionately richer in nouns.
At first sight Miss McCarthy's statistics, as, for instance, they are
set out in the following table, may seem to support her.

PERCENTAGES OF THE VARIOUS PARTS OF SPEECH IN THE TOTAL

NUMBER OF WORDS USED BY CHILDREN (4 to 4^- YEARS OLD) OF

PARENTS IN (a) THE UPPER OCCUPATIONAL AND (b) THE LOWER

OCCUPATIONAL GROUPS

PARTS OF SPEECH
	W
	W

Nouns
	188
	21-3

Verbs
	25'9
	24-7

Pronouns .
	22 2
	19-0

Adjectives
	HI
	16-1

Adverbs    . Prepositions
	11
	5*5
 7-1

Conjunctions
	33
	4'3

Interjections Miscellaneous
	09 07
	i i 0*8

Such a table as this, however, gives no indication of the
variety of words at command in each of the different parts of
speech employed, and it therefore proves very little. The
vocabularies of the children of the higher occupational groups are
1 D. A. McCarthy, op cit., p. 20.